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Abstract 
This paper aims to shed the light on the program of teaching Arabic to students of French-speaking countries at the University 
of  Arabic Language through Orient Culture". The paper will demonstrate 
the success story of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers by offering a model of a program of teaching Arabic through 
experiencing Arabic and Islamic culture at their homeland. The study applies the descriptive analytical method, as it 
displays the activities of the program, analyzes the syllabus and evaluates the program outcomes. Its significance lies on 
strengthening the 
language culture. 
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1. Introduction 
 
This study focuses on the program of teaching Arabic to Francophone students within the Francophone 
-
Arabic speakers through presenting an example of a program that teaches Arabic through the Arab Islamic 
culture in an Arab country. 
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The study aims to discuss about the teaching of Arabic for cultural purposes, and to expose the activities of 
those activities and projecting their importance in strengthening the communication skills of the learners and in 
helping them to comprehend the Arabic Islamic culture. 
This study adhered to the analytical descriptive approach in presenting and analysing the activities of the 
program in order to reveal its seriousness, uniqueness and significance in meeting the needs of the learners who 
wish to learn about the Arab Islamic culture. 
The paper consists of four parts. Firstly, this study will discuss the teaching of Arabic for Specific Purposes 
and for Cultural Purposes. Secondly, the discussion will be about the Francophone campus of Aleppo University, 
the Arabic language teaching program therein and its activities. Thirdly, a paradigm of one of the cultural lessons 
will be presented. Fourthly, there will be a discussion about some of the students who studied under this program. 
That will be followed by the findings of the study, the conclusion and the recommendations. 
 
2. Teaching Arabic for Cultural Purposes: 
 
The teaching of languages went through various stages; focus was set upon the environment and linguistic 
behaviour, as an influence of Skinner's theory which was published in his book Verbal Behaviour in 1957. Until 
Chomsky came and criticised Skinner's theory in 1959, after which a gradual transition took place from focusing 
on the external environment to focusing on the learner himself, who is considered to be a principle and effective 
element in the learning process [1]. It was then that focus started to be placed upon the needs of the learner and 
his or her objectives of learning a language, upon which the goals, content and method of teaching is determined 
in order to confirm with the personal objectives of the learner. 
 
2.1. Arabic for Specific Purposes 
 
Teaching Arabic for Specific Purposes is a multi-dimension concept carrying many definitions, the most 
common of which is that it is a special approach to teaching the language, focusing on the learner, on his or her 
needs and on the situations that he or she will face during which the Arabic language is used [2]. 
The purposes of learning Arabic are categorised into three major groups, which are: Purposes related to 
getting acquainted with Islam via a thorough study of Islam and its culture; purposes related to political aspects 
and economic aspects such as tourism, business administration and so forth. Finally there are purposes related to 
Orientalism [3]. The study of this paper is categorised under the first group, namely learning Arabic to get 
acquainted with Islam and to study Islamic culture. 
It must be noted that teaching Arabic for specific purposes should be based upon a general linguistic 
background, therefore studying Arabic for general purpose is considered a primary requirement that must precede 
learning Arabic for specific purposes. The general background in the language is necessary for the learner to 
easily further study Arabic for the purpose that he or she aims at. It is concluded from the aforementioned that the 
teaching of Arabic for Specific Purposes program should be only for intermediate and advanced levels [4]. 
 
2.2.  Arab Islamic Culture 
 
Culture is defined as the comprehensive, sophisticated entwinement of ideas, beliefs, customs, stances, 
values, methods of thinking and action, and behaviour traits, along with all the novelties, or innovations or 
methods in peoples' lives upon which this entwinement is based, under the auspices of which each member of a 
group is brought up, being passed down to us from the past, whereas we adopt it as it is or develop it according to 
our life and experiences [5]. This comprehensive, sophisticated entwinement of culture cannot materialise in a 
clear and precise manner without language. Language exhibits the memory of the nation, through which heritage, 
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values and concepts penetrate. It is the principle tool in the vitality and growth of the society, and in its transition 
from present to future, while it is the guardian of originality in Arabic culture and the cultivation of the Arab 
character [6]. 
Islamic culture refers to the ethical, spiritual, social and ideological aspects in the contemporary culture that is 
infused in an Islamic coating, with Arabic as its language, and is Islamic in essence and history, making it a clear, 
unique self-sufficient culture with its own unique characteristics [7]. 
The Arab Islamic nation faces many challenges that seek to obliterate the cultural identity of the Arabs and 
Muslims. This in return makes it an obligation to face this through advocating the teaching of Arabic with 
awareness and purpose, bringing into account the Arab Islamic culture and; clearly and productively 
incorporating it into programs of teaching Arabic for non-Arabic speakers. From this perspective it has become a 
duty to rebut these attacks and face them with more productive steps, the most important of which is working on 
spreading the Arabic language and introducing the Arab Islamic culture through it, using good methods that 
encourage foreign students to study it and give them a true perception about it, removing all stereotypes, 
obscurities and uncertainties from their minds. 
 
3. The Francophone Program 
 
The Francophone Digital Campus of Aleppo University in the Syrian Arab Republic is a research centre 
entrusted with many academic tasks. It is considered a pinnacle for information technology and communication. 
It was inaugurated by a memorandum of agreement between the two universities of Aleppo and Damascus, and 
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie, endorsed by the President of the Republic with legislative decree No. 
22 on 04/04/2006. 
  
3.1. The Arabic Language Program at the Francophone Campus 
 
The Francophone Campus arranges two programs annually for teaching Arabic to students of various French 
universities who wish to learn Arabic, some of which are Clermont-Ferrand, Grenoble, Paris, and so forth. This 
has been a practice since 2006. These two programs are entitled 'Summer School for Learning Arabic through the 
Culture of the Orient'. Through these two programs the students earn authenticated credit hours at their 
universities. 
The program runs for a period of three weeks, focusing on introducing the history, archaeology, architecture, 
customs and ethics of the city of Aleppo as a paradigm of Arab Islamic culture. It includes cultural and social 
activities, along with excursions to most historical sites during the weekends, with the aim of introducing the 
landmarks, monuments and history of the city, while providing sufficient background of its civilisation. The 
program aims to correct wrong perceptions and misunderstandings promoted by some mass media outlets and 
held by some westerners. It is considered one of the civilised and cultivated manners to reach to the other through 
making them acquainted with the Arab Islamic civilisation and the Arabic language. The Francophone campus 
provides the students with all the necessary facilities during their stay in Aleppo such as accommodation, 
internet, a library, transportation, travel facilities and likewise [8].  
 
3.2.  Activities of the Program 
 
This program consists of various activities, most of which focus on teaching Arabic through its relevant 
culture. 
 
 Reception Ceremony: 
40   Rawya Jamous and Abdul Rahman Chik /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  66 ( 2012 )  37 – 45 
 The Francophone campus arranges a reception ceremony to get all of the participants in the program 
acquainted with the new environment, teachers, escorts, staff and students. 
 
 Evaluation Test: 
 This program is specially tailored for students of the intermediate and advanced levels, since learning a 
language for specific purposes cannot be achieved without a general linguistic background. Before the 
program commences the students sit for their Arabic Placement Test to determine their language level, and 
hence they are grouped according to their levels. 
 
 Morning Classes: 
 The students are taught four hours daily in the morning, equivalent to sixty credit hours throughout the 
program. These lessons are general enrichment lessons for the various skills of Arabic in order to strengthen 
the language communicative skills of the students, to aid them in continuing with their cultural lessons that 
they take in the afternoon, and to help them in communicating with people when they go out in the evening 
to get a practical exposure on what was taught in the afternoon session. 
 
 Cultural Lessons: 
 The main objective of the cultural lessons is to create cultural awareness among the learners with correct 
comprehension and knowledge, then progressing gradually towards having them obtain a degree of cultural 
proficiency that increases bit by bit in parallel to the language proficiency that is sought through the 
language and cultural curricula alongside one another [9]. 
 
Keeping that in mind, this program  had aims were to strike a balance between both of the language and 
cultural curricula. In the morning session the students study the language curriculums which focus on the 
communicative language skills. While in the afternoon they study the cultural curriculum, where the students 
take cultural lessons about the Syrian Arab Republic four times a week for two hours per day, and touch on the 
economic, social, cultural, traditional and aesthetic aspects preserved from several historic eras. The lessons are 
unique in the sense that they are conducted using good educational technology providing pictures and videos that 
make the ideas clear in the students  minds. Also, the program instructors are unique in the sense that they are 
specialised in teaching the Arabic to non-Arabic speakers and have studied the Arab Islamic culture, providing a 
vast ground for dialogue between the students, getting to know about their impressions towards Arab Islamic 
culture and correcting their misperceptions. 
The lessons are also unique because whatever the students learn during these lessons they can practically 
observe and practice during the evening outings with their fellow Syrian escorts. The outing occurs once every 
two days to visit historical monuments and places, get acquainted with some of the crafts, traditions and so forth 
that are taught in the class. They get to meet artists, and Muslim and Christian scholars to have a dialogue session 
with them. These lessons provide the students with vivid conceptualisation regarding the Arab Islamic culture; 
they are not considered sufficient alone, rather a bond is established between the practical and theoretical aspects 
via various excursions with the escorts in several places which are discussed and via visitations of Syrian 
families. 
 
 Meetings with Escorts 
 During the program, each foreign student is paired with a Syrian student who accompanies him or her 
during the various programs except during the lessons. The students meet their Syrian escorts once every two 
days for two hours, during which they visit various places which are discussed during the cultural lessons, 
during which they get to know different traditional handicrafts and historical places such as bazaars, castles, 
public baths, traditional Syrian houses and so forth, witnessing them first hand, while they also visit some 
41 Rawya Jamous and Abdul Rahman Chik /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  66 ( 2012 )  37 – 45 
families in order to get acquainted with the customs, traditions, family life in addition to  practicing the 
Arabic language communicatively. 
 
 Meeting Artist,  Muslim and Christian Scholars 
 The program seeks to provide the foreign students with a comprehensive idea about the Arab Islamic 
culture; this includes organising programs for the students to meet one of the prominent Muslim scholars and 
one of the prominent Christian scholars to provide them with an opportunist dialogue for a dialogue. 
 
In addition to that, this program also arranges meetings with one of the famous artists in order to get 
acquainted with one of the Arab Islamic arts as an external activity for the afternoon cultural lessons. The 
program organises a meeting with one of the famous faience artists who explains the history of this art to them, 
and clarifies its different categorisations and processes. He shows them some specimens of his work and 
demonstrates to them how a board of faience is made. 
 
The program also arranges a meeting with one of the calligraphers, who explains to them about the history 
and types of Arabic calligraphy, shows them some specimens, and writes their names to demonstrate how Arabic 
calligraphy is written in an aesthetic manner. 
 
 Family Visits 
 The program provides the opportunity to visit some Arab families in the city of Aleppo, whereas 
arrangements are made with the escorts to set appointments with the families who are always ready to 
receive the students. As previously mentioned, family visits provide the foreign student with a real linguistic, 
social and cultural environment that enables them to get to know the true picture of Arab lifestyle in terms of 
culture, traditions, values, beliefs and so forth. Usually the selected families have are educated to ensure they 
are able to answer their various questions posed by the students. All the members of the host family meet 
with the visiting students, they serve some popular Syrian cuisines to the students, and explain to them to 
some common Arab traditions and customs. 
 
 Excursions 
 At the weekends, the program arranges recreational and educational trips to various parts of Syria; the 
students visit some castles, museums, historical locations and so forth. Usually everyone enrolled in the 
program participates in these excursions, including foreign students, teachers, escorts and staff in order to 
provide the ideal environment for the students to use the Arabic language and get acquainted with its culture 
in the most effective manner. During these excursions the focus is placed on whatever the students have 
studied during the afternoon cultural lessons in order to provide hands on experience about what they have 
studied. Also, these excursions provide an ideal atmosphere for interaction between the students, the Arabic-
speaking escorts and people with whom interaction takes place during the course of events. Excursions also 
help the students get acquainted with the cultural heritage of the Syrian Arab Republic during the various 
historical periods. 
 
 Closing Ceremony 
 During the last week of the program, the students are given a test about what they have studied during 
the morning classes. After the test the Francophone campus holds a ceremony to distribute the certificates to 
the students, and is attended by the dean of Aleppo University and all those who have participated in the 
program. 
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3.3. Specimens of the Afternoon Cultural Lessons 
 
The afternoon cultural classes of this program are diverse in content; they include many types of religious, 
civil and defensive architecture, while it also touches on historical aspects, customs and traditions in a manner 
that clearly reflects the Arab Islamic culture. 
 
 The following lessons are presented to the intermediate level. 
 
 Lesson1: Traditional Houses of Aleppo, see Fig. 1.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1. Traditional Houses of Aleppo 
 
First slide: The entrance of Aleppo houses are high and are usually decorated. 
Second slide: In the centre of the house there is an open court centred by a pond encompassed by trees of 
citrons, lemons and oranges... 
Third slide: ...and varieties of roses, especially basil and jasmine. 
Fourth slide: At the entrance there is a high, large sitting room. 
Fifth slide: It is used during the summer since it is cool, for the sun rays do not reach there. It is used 
sometimes for recreation and at other times for social occasions. 
Sixth slide: The rooms are distributed around the court. Their doors are usually made of wood and decorated 
in a beautiful way. 
Seventh slide: Their external walls are also decorated with various designs. 
Eighth slide: There is an underground floor, the rooms of which are situated around the house. Each room is 
called a "qaboo", where food used to be kept. 
Ninth slide: These houses are usually distinguished with varieties of engravings, designs and writings that 
include Qur'anic verses and prophetic narrations. 
Tenth slide: One of the most famous traditional Aleppo houses called Dar Junbulat. 
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 Lesson 2: The art of faience, see Fig. 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. The art of faience 
 
First slide: The art of faience; ceramic covered with a thin white layer coated in enamel under which is 
drawings. 
Second slide: The drawings may be green... 
Third slide: ...or blue or red. 
Fourth slide: The faience are usually in the shape of square tiles, although they could also be rectangular, or 
hexagons, or triangles. 
Fifth slide: Decorative repetitive drawings are engraved on each tile; the tiles form one large harmonious 
decorative piece. 
Sixth slide: The art of faience in Aleppo goes back to the Ottoman times. 
Seventh slide: Al-Khasrawiyyah Mosque 
 Eighth slide: Al-Adeliyyah Mosque 
 
The aforementioned is considered a specimen of some of the cultural lessons; the information provides a vast 
opportunity to discuss many issues related to the nature of Arab lifestyle and culture, which in essence differs 
from the Western lifestyle. For instance, the design of traditional houses reflects its culture; the lofty facade of 
these houses and the individuality of each house indicate to the conservative nature of the Eastern lifestyle where 
it adheres to the teachings of Islam. Also, the interior design of the houses reflects the nature of the social life; the 
sitting room and the pond centring the house indicates the Arabs' yearning for recreational meetings with family 
and friends, and their great interest in social bonds. 
 
3.4. Students of the Program 
 
The program has achieved great success since the first time it was organised, during which the number of 
students were only nine. In the following programs the number multiplied. One of the unique features of this 
program is its dedicated high class personnel. The following are some of the alumni: 
 
 Muhammad Mustafa: 
 He is a Senegalese carrying a French citizenship. He attended this program in order to get acquainted 
with the Arab Islamic culture because he works as a diplomat. He is currently a French ambassador. 
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 Jacque Bernard Suwayr: 
 He is a retired officer from the French peace keeping forces. He participated in this program in order to 
closely get to know the Arab Islamic culture, and to correct his perceptions towards Islam and Arabs. 
 
 Klood Esacof: 
 She is a French human rights activist and an advocate of the Palestinian cause. She participated in this 
program in order to get acquainted with the Arab Islamic culture, and the Arab customs and traditions. She 
intends to travel to Palestine to care for the issues of Palestinian women and help them to learn some 
handicrafts for their earning. 
 
 Khaledah Mahee: 
 She is an architect engineer of Algerian roots and carries the French citizenship. She teaches at one of 
the French universities, and had received a scholarship from her university in order to attend this program as 
she intends to specialise in Arab Islamic architecture for her doctorate degree. 
 
4. Discussion on the findings of the Study 
 
This program is considered one of the important programs of the Syrian Arab Republic which achieved good 
success; it is one of the few programs organised in Syria to teach Arabic for specific purposes. Exposing this 
program paves the way for more improvement in programs that teach Arabic for non-Arabic speakers and 
encourages the establishment of bonds of academic cooperation between universities, where student exchange 
programs occur. The push factor for the establishment of this program is the signing of the contract of academic 
cooperation between the two universities of Aleppo and Damascus, and Agence Universitaire de la 
Francophonie. During the first year of organising the program it was planned that one program would be held; its 
success encouraged the organisation of another program in the same year, which resulted in two programs being 
held each year. The most important aspect of this study was that it presented the activities of the 'Teaching Arabic 
through the Culture of the Orient' program, where the focus was placed on the cultural lessons that facilitate 
optimal benefit. The francophone Campus focuses on developing and constantly enhancing the programs of high 
demand among Students. Therefore, at the end of every program, the campus distributes a questionnaire to the 
students in order to find out the positive and negative aspects so that they take some steps that help them continue 
this successful work. Francophone has seen the importance of developing the program with some important steps 
based on the results of the questionnaire. Some of the most important steps are: 
 
 Making a comprehensive academic review of the program every three years including program 
objectives, learning outcomes, course content, teaching hours, instructional methods and techniques 
as well as relevant updated reading materials. 
 Re-setting the curriculum of the program according to the results of the review. 
 Ensuring continuous and systematic monitoring over the program in order to help students achieve 
their educational goals and enjoy their basic learning needs. 
 
5. Conclusion and Recommendations 
 
Teaching Arabic for Cultural Purposes is one of the most important fields of teaching language that ought to 
be focused upon and given great attention, since it presents the Arabic language in a living and realistic manner 
that should be known by anyone who learns it. Due to the fact that many people around the world carry distorted 
perceptions about the Arabic language and the Arab Islamic culture due to the media, for this reason we ought to 
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give special attention to the 'Teaching Arabic through the Culture of the Orient' program, advocate it and 
strengthen it with various activities that would help one acquire the language. These activities are considered a 
strong factor in motivating and encouraging the students to learn the Arabic language in the best manner while 
giving a good impression of the language. This is due to the fact that activities such as meetings with the escorts, 
family visitations, meetings with the artists and otherwise activities included in the Francophone program helps 
the students to practice the language and immerse into social life. All these are achieved while creating an 
atmosphere of friendship and familiarity between the students and the Arab society, and a spirit of fun and 
enjoyment between the foreign students and their escorts. At the same time it allows the students learn the 
language for cultural purposes to formulate a comprehensive image of it, facilitating in achieving the goal of 
study and meeting needs. A program like the Francophone program can be considered a powerful prototype that 
can be used to teach Arabic for cultural purposes. 
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